184                   John Wyclif.

very well for the nobles and the young King's mother
to lull the heretic into fancied security, and for his
University to stand by him in a spirit of simple
partisanship ; but Rome had spoken, and the efforts
of the orthodox, continued over a series of years,
were about to meet their due reward. Devout
sons of the Church, and good friars in particular,
had been scandalised and tricked often enough, but
at last the fox was run to earth, and the whole hunt
were longing to see him taken.

Archbishop Sudbury had originally cited Wyclif
to appear on the i8th of December at St. Paul's,
where, ten short months before, he had slipped
through Courtenay's hands, owing to the disturbed
condition of the city, and the deadly feud between
the citizens and the Duke of Lancaster. It would
not be strange if this appointment was counter-
manded because the citizens, with the easy versa-
tility of mankind in the mass, were now more likely
to be on Lancaster's side than against him. Possibly
London had not changed its mind and its sympa-
thies in regard to Wyclif, except that Gregory's
bulls must have made it more Wy cliffite than ever ;
but John of Gaunt had almost ceased to vex the
citizens. They were enthusiastic for the Princess
Joan, who had not concealed her liking for the
Court preacher ; and they had men to lead them,
like brave John of Northampton, who had boasted
that no bull from the Pope of Rome should harm
John Wyclif within the liberties of the city.

The citizens had been stirred, no doubt, as Oxford
had been stirred, and liberal-minded Christians